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Improving survival and hatching success
Barat, Indonesia of leatherback nests at Jamursba Medl Beach, Papua

Iwanggin, William Geif?; Tapilatu, Ricardo F :
Woisiri,Zadrak Obeth?; Waroy, Gideon Yahy‘:!‘f"nand *Z Lontoh, Deasy Natalia!; Wona, Hengky";

. s Swab
Batubara, Petrus Pieter!; Mayor, Riki Marthen Pasf(alrlzl"\:’#{:lv:: ﬁ;sj:.lllg::n PRSI AMRSEOARRIECEeS

1  Bird’s Head Leatherback Conservation Pro
williamiwanggin@gmail com gram, Research Center for Pacific Marine Resources, University of Papua (UNIPA);

2 Marine Science Department, University of Papua

3 NOAA-National Marine Fisherles Service, Marine Turte Beology & Assessment Program, Southwest Fisheries Sclence Center

{i‘;::::; h:::tisutrg lt:liazhtlocated on the northwest coast of the Bird's Head Peninsula,Papua Barat,
wastorn Pacilic. The Bi?'df :195“"8 aggregation 0!' leatherback turtles (Dermochelys coriacea) in the
Tmpedst popilstios recovs ead nesting popule_ltlon is rapidly declining and low hatchling output
et oF hatinre it ery. lncrea.sing hatchling production by improving survival and hatching
o e Tt GV ‘:esits is the primary fucus. of our conservation program. Here we report results
Primary threats to lea:h m]l:leEented a strategic management plan, which identified high-risk areas.
hbsion. Sy erback mests include predation by feral pigs and dogs, elevated sand

p es, tidal inundation and erosion. We protected nests by enclosing nests facing predation risk,
slfa::;l:ling nestths at-risk ﬁom_extreme sand temperatures, relocating nests to safer areas, and a combination
;: wese me o_ds. In addition, members of local communities helped lower predation rate by snaring pigs
n Warmamedi, one of [M beaches where nestin g activity and nest predation by pigs are greatest [n 2014
and 2015, app.roximately 25% and 21% of the nests were protected, respectively, resulting in a higher
average hatching success (64% in 2014 and 59% in 2015) than if nests were left unprotected. In both
years,. pig trapping by community members lowered the predation rate to nearly 0%. Effective pig
trapping combined with individual nest protection has greatly improved survival and hatching success of
leatherback nests in the last two years. If we, along with community members, continue this effort long
term, we will help ensure that hatchling output of the population will be maximized.

Climate change and sea turtle hatchery management practices in South Asia.

Phillott, Andrea Dawn
Biological Sciences, Asian University for Women, Bangladesh; andrea.phillott@auw.edu.bd

In-situ incubation of sea turtle nests is preferred, but threats including poaching, predation, and habitat
loss can require eggs to be incubated in a hatchery. However, management practices that do not result in
high hatchling productivity will negate the perceived benefits of incubating eggs in a secure environment.
Using a mixed-methods approach to describe hatchery productivity in terms of eggs/nests protected and
hatch success, ] present detailed descriptions of hatchery infrastructure and practices for handling,
transporting and incubating eggs, and holding, rearing and releasing hatchlings from hatcheries in
Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka Factors that are most likely to contribute to
conservation of sea turtles in each country, and those with a potentially negative impact upon hatch
al, were identified. OF great concern is the low hatch success (as low as

success and hatchling surviv I .
<10%), and holding and/or rearing of hatchlings. Rising nest temperatures due to climate change are also
believe’d to contribute to low hatch success at some hatcheries; however, proposed mitigation measures

jvotal temperature or thermo-sensitive period relevant to temperature-dependent
f:xng.:gﬁ::;otﬁf temperau?res experienced within in-situ and ex-situ nests. Strategies to improve
hatchery management practices (e.8 annual renewal of sand; reduced holding time of hatchlings) and
mitigate the potential impacts of climate change (eg shad!r!gj are reviewed for each country, depend'mg
on the most prominent threats, so as to ensure high productivity of hatcheries in South Asia and hatchling
sex ratios that will contribute to the effective conservation of sea turtles in the region.

The challenge of sea turtle conservation In Cambodia: filling data gaps using community mapping

and stakeholder interviews
Leng, Phalla; Kate
i West.om Cambodla Programme; phallaleng® fauna-flora.omng

Fauna & Flora Internati
en found In Cambodia, however due to overexploitation and

e declined with only the critically endangered hawksbill

Five specles of sea turtle have historically be
nia mydas) reported in recent years. To date,

, numbers hav
nshl_g I:‘;d:; endangered green turtle (Chelo
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