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Dear Dr. Pattiselanno, 
 
We noticed your excellent publications about biodiversity, we kindly invite 
you to review this paper and evaluate its suitability for publication in 
Hydrobiology (https://www.mdpi.com/journal/hydrobiology/). 
 
Type of manuscript: Opinion 
Title: Importance of EU integration for the biodiversity and nature 
conservation of transboundary Western Balkan PAs 
Special Issue: Building Resilience of Water Ecosystems through Scientific 
Knowledge 
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/hydrobiology/special_issues/Alblakes4 
 
The article abstract is available at the end of this message. 
 
If you choose to accept this invitation, we would appreciate receiving your 
comments within 1-2 weeks. Please let us know if you are likely to need more 
time to complete your review. 
 
Please click on the link below to let us know if you will be able to provide 
a review and access the full manuscript and review report form. 
 
https://susy.mdpi.com/user/review/review/35719921/2aG8nv5X 
 
In recognition of the contribution of reviewers, for thorough and timely 
review reports we provide discount vouchers for Article Processing Charges 
(APCs) applicable for manuscripts accepted for publication after peer review 
in any MDPI journal. Advice for completing your review can be found at: 
https://www.mdpi.com/reviewers. 
 
Please disclose any potential conflicts of interest you might have concerning 
the manuscript’s contents or the authors. 
 
If you are not able to review this manuscript, we kindly ask you to decline 
by clicking on the above link such that we can continue processing this 



submission. We would also appreciate any feedback you can provide at this 
time (i.e., your general impression regarding the quality of this manuscript) 
and any suggestions for alternative expert reviewers. 
 
Hydrobiology is an open access journal of MDPI. Thank you very much for your 
consideration and we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ms. Danika Yuan 
Assistant Editor 
E-Mail: danika.yuan@mdpi.com 
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MDPI 
Hydrobiology Editorial Office 
St. Alban-Anlage 66, 4052 Basel, Switzerland 
 
E-Mail: hydrobiology@mdpi.com 
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/hydrobiology/ 
 
Disclaimer: The information and files contained in this message are 
confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom they are addressed. If you have received this message in error, please 
notify me and delete this message from your system. You may not copy this 
message in its entirety or in part, or disclose its contents to anyone. Only 
official emails sent by MDPI (@mdpi.com) are valid. Please check that the 
sender’s email is affiliated with @mdpi.com. We do not authorise any third 
party to provide email services. MDPI is the sole service provider, and 
therefore cannot be held liable for actions performed by any third party. 
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Journal: Hydrobiology 
Manuscript ID: hydrobiology-2166604 
Type of manuscript: Opinion 
Title: Importance of EU integration for the biodiversity and nature 
conservation of transboundary Western Balkan PAs  
Authors: Aleko Miho *, Jani Marka, Zenel Krasniqi 
Special Issue: Building Resilience of Water Ecosystems through Scientific 
Knowledge 
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Abstract: Important areas extend in the Western Balkan region, shared between 
Albania, Montenegro, Kosovo, North Macedonia and Greece; they are well-known 
hotspots of biodiversity; i.e. Sharri/Scardus/Korab-Koritnik and Bjeshket e 
Nemuna/Prokletije/Albanian Alps, Shkodra/Skadar, Ohrid & Prespas Lakes, 



Vjosa/Aoos River, etc. These transboundary ecosystems, mountainous massifs, 
lakes and rivers are biodiversity hotspots for the whole of Europe. The 
species and habitat density is evidently high if compared with the data of 
the countries in SE Europe. But the political borders divide them into 2-3 
parts, often with different approach and rules in nature protection, 
different use of their resources. An overview of their biodiversity values 
(i.e. species richness) and human impact will be discussed here. 
Our main wish and stirring up would be towards a common transboundary 
protection and management. Permanent common efforts would help better in 
preserving their values as unique ecosystems in space and time. The 
transboundary PAs can serve as bridges of cooperation, whether in research 
and in their protection and restoration measures. Here, it is crucial the 
European Union's policy towards the Western Balkans in the Stabilization and 
Association Process (SAP) of their eventual EU membership. Therefore, our 
appeal is addressed not only to the respective local communities and 
governments, but also to the European Commission and related EU institutions 
stressing the importance of the EU membership for all these cross-border 
ecosystems. 
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Note: We discourage reviewers from recommending citation of their own work 
when not clearly necessary to improve the quality of the manuscript under 
review. Please state in your comments to the editor if you recommend citation 
of your own work and the reason for this recommendation. 
 
MDPI partners with Publons (https://publons.com/in/mdpi/) to provide 
recognition for reviewers. Your credit will appear on Publons after a final 
decision on the paper and once you have claimed your review on the Publons 
website. 
 
Disclaimer: This peer review request and the contents of the manuscript are 
highly confidential. You must not distribute the manuscript, wholly or in 
part, to a third party. 
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Dear Dr. Pattiselanno, 
 
Thank you very much for agreeing to review this manuscript: 
 
Manuscript ID: hydrobiology-2166604 
Type of manuscript: Opinion 
Title: Importance of EU integration for the biodiversity and nature 
conservation of transboundary Western Balkan PAs 
Authors: Aleko Miho *, Jani Marka, Zenel Krasniqi 
Building Resilience of Water Ecosystems through Scientific Knowledge 
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/hydrobiology/special_issues/Alblakes4 
 
The review report form can be found here: 
https://susy.mdpi.com/user/review/review/35719921/2aG8nv5X 
 
The review report due date is: 3 February 2023 
 
To ensure your anonymity throughout the peer review process, please do not 
include any identifying information in your review report either in the 
comments or in the metadata of any files that you upload. Please check the 
Guidelines for Reviewers: https://www.mdpi.com/reviewers 
 
We look forward to receiving your valuable comments. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ms. Danika Yuan 
Assistant Editor 
E-Mail: danika.yuan@mdpi.com 
-- 
MDPI 
Hydrobiology Editorial Office 
St. Alban-Anlage 66, 4052 Basel, Switzerland 
 
E-Mail: hydrobiology@mdpi.com 
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Dear Dr. Pattiselanno, 
 
Thank you for submitting your review of the following manuscript: 
 
Manuscript ID: hydrobiology-2166604 
Title: Importance of EU integration for the biodiversity and nature 
conservation of transboundary Western Balkan PAs 
Authors: Aleko Miho *, Jani Marka, Zenel Krasniqi 
 
To help us improve our services, we kindly ask you to fill in our online 
survey on the peer-review process at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/reviewerfeedbackmdpi 
 
We encourage you to register an account on our submission system and bind 
your ORCID account (https://susy.mdpi.com/user/edit). You are able to deposit 
the review activity to your ORCID account manually via the below link: 
https://susy.mdpi.com/user/reviewer/status/finished 
 
We also invite you to contribute to Encyclopedia (https://encyclopedia.pub), 
a scholarly platform providing accurate information about the latest research 
results. You can adapt parts of your paper to provide valuable reference 
information for others in the field. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ms. Danika Yuan 
Assistant Editor 
E-Mail: danika.yuan@mdpi.com 
 
-- 
MDPI 
Hydrobiology Editorial Office 
St. Alban-Anlage 66, 4052 Basel, Switzerland 
 
E-Mail: hydrobiology@mdpi.com 
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/hydrobiology/ 
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Dear Dr. Pattiselanno, 
 
Thank you for your support with reviewing for Hydrobiology. 
 
As a token of our appreciation for your efforts, we are pleased to offer you 
a publication voucher that is valid for 24 months, which will provide you a 
discount of 100 CHF on our Article Processing Charges (APC). 
 
The voucher may be used for publication in any of our journals with an APC 
and can be combined with IOAP discounts. However, please note that vouchers 
must be applied before a manuscript is accepted for publication. For more 
information on APCs, please visit https://www.mdpi.com/about/apc. 
 
The following voucher code that can be entered at the submission stage is: 
 
da7451bf41f142ac 
 
By creating an account at https://susy.mdpi.com/, you can track your vouchers 
and reviewing activity, and add keywords for your research so we can better 
match future manuscripts with your expertise. 
 
Best regards, 
Hydrobiology Editorial Office 
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Dear Dr. Pattiselanno, 
 
We are writing to inform you that the following paper which you kindly 
reviewed has been published: 
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-9917/2/1/15 
 
Thank you for your participation in the peer-review process. The paper was 
accepted by the Academic Editor following the peer review process, in which 
review reports were received from 5 reviewers. To see comments from the 
manuscript’s other reviewers please create an account on our submission 
system at https://susy.mdpi.com with your review email, 
f.pattiselanno@unipa.ac.id, and visit the “Reviews” Section. 
 
You may also download a PDF certificate 
(https://susy.mdpi.com/reviewer/certificate/displayFIle/15591852) of your 
review record. 
 
All review reports were made available for the Academic Editor to support 
their final decision. We acknowledge your efforts to review this article and 
support the author to improve their manuscript. We look forward to your 
future participation in the review process. 
 
By signing up at https://susy.mdpi.com/volunteer/profile/edit you can provide 
further details about your availability and the journals that you are 
interested in reviewing for. 
 
Kind regards, 
-- 
MDPI 
Postfach, CH - 4020 Basel, Switzerland 
Office: St. Alban-Anlage 66, 4052 Basel, Switzerland 
Tel. +41 61 683 77 34 
Fax: +41 61 302 89 18 
E-mail: website@mdpi.com 
https://www.mdpi.com/ 
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