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Abstract: Back ground: Using animals for different purposes goes back to the dawn of 
mankind.  Animas deliver different services to human beings such as source of food, 
medicine, clothing, draft power, transportation and other benefits. However this 
indigenous medicinal knowledge is being neglected and continued to be lost due to poor 
documentation as they are transferred from generation to generation through oral way. 
Therefore this study was designed to undertake cross-sectional ethno zoological survey 
in Jimma Arjo district from September 2020 to January 2021 on purposively selected 
traditional healers. 
Methods: cross sectional ethnozoological survey was conducted using semi structured 
questionnaire among purposively selected traditional healers resided in Jimma Arjo 
districts. The data collected was analyzed using MS excel spread sheet. Fidelity level, 
use value and informant consensus factor was determined.    
Results: a total of 33 animal species was found to be used for treating 40 different 



human ailments confirmed by 36 informants of different age, sex, and educational back 
ground. The majority of animals (63.63%) were mammals followed by birds (15.15%). 
Most of the respondents were married with male age 55 years and above.  For most the 
healers the source of knowledge is from father (36.11%) followed by mother (19.44%). 
The traditional practice is accepted by (72.22%) of the community where 61.11% of the 
healers are not willing to transfer their knowledge to other. For most of the healers the 
reason to practice traditional healing was for treatment of one’s family and animals.  The 
fidelity level was found 100% for honey from Apis mellifera and Trigona spp for Asthma, 
Cynopterus sphinix for viral skin disease, and Crucuta crucuta for bad sprit treatment. In 
this study Honey from Apis mellifera, Hystrix cristata, Susscrofa domestica were 
reported to cure different ailments. 
Conclusion: this study indicated that there is a wide use of medicinal animals with their 
products in meeting the primary health care needs of the community in Jimma Arjo 
district. Therefore this ethnozoological medicinal knowledge needs to be integrated with 
modern medicine as potential source of effective drugs to treat various ailments. 
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